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Longtime Carroll iegizlator 8en.
Chales H. Smelser will retire at the
¢nd of the vear rather than zeek an
¢ighth term 1n tha Maryland Senata

Smelser, 73, who has served 36 years

in the legislature, said his decision to -

reijre was 8 natursl one.

“There's an end to everything” sa3d
Smelser, a Democrat. “As far as an elee-
tive office, this is the end for me.”

The Liniontown notive looaves o
conservative mark and a reputation as
& Senuwr stingy with taxpuyers’ money. ¢

“It means a graat deal whan people anp- ~
port you,” said Smelser, who will also be -

retiring as chair of the Capita! Budge:
Subcommittee. g

Sen. Frederick C. Malkus Jr., D-
Eastérn Shore, called Smelser “the
tightest man in the legislature.”

Sgnglser has, since he began in
pqhtxcs, always served on the com-
mattee in charge of the money. For the
past 28 years, he’s served on the Senate

udget and Tax ;

.\WE'en he staried in the mid 19505, the
state's capital budget was $8 milljon. :: ago

Todny,__.it’s $380 million. The state’s
gg;zatz_x:lg' budgles has igcgeaged from
million in 1956 to' $13.5 billion i
fiscal year 1095, . - Hon in
If pecple told Smelsér the budget has
grown too much during his tenure, he
‘would tell them, “Think how big
«It’d be if 1"wabn’t there,” he 2
laughed. -
1) Sen. Julian L. Lapides, D-Baltj--
muare City, described Smelser as
gne of the few people in Annapolis
.whois able to say "FIO.’

“Without him on the Capital
sBudget Subcommittee, I am petri-
.fied at what's going to happen to
:ppending,” Lapides said.

in Annapolis

. Bmelser as “saved e:lizens in
the state untioid mullions” by being
1iscally responsible, Lupides said.
Smelser attended codlege at the
Cniversity of Maryland at College
Park and served as a 0+17 fighter
_pilot in the Army air Corps during
gsferld War 11, After the war, he
movead ta Frederick County )vjth
his wifae, Betty.
" He started his legislative career
a5 a Frederick Cuunty delegate in
1955. He was re-electad once to
that position in 1958, but lost a
sHot &t the Senate in 1962.
- Four years later he came back,
“after dabbling in real estate, and
‘won a seal reprusenting Carroll
‘and Frederick counties.
He hasn't left since, becomming a

fixture in Annapolis. :
“U'm shocked,” said Del. Richar
Matthews, R-Carroil, who has
served with Smelser since 1967.
Matthews remembered when
Smelser and a Washington County
senator played a key rolc in dise
suading the government from
building a prisen at Springfield
State Hospital more than 20 years

_ “Charlie has been such a good
friend to me,” said Del. Donald El-
liott, R-Carroll, who described
Smelser as “competent, very re-
spected, gentlemanly.”

“Over the years {he's) been a
mentor to me because it's his
brand of conservatism, for the
most part, that I've espoused,”
Elliott said. “He may have been a

Demoerat, but with him it
appeared the shi]osuphy was para-
mount opposed to party.”

It’s that conservative philasophy
that Smelser is proud of,

He said he has been fortunate to
reprecent conservalive, rural arsas
that eorrespond to his philosophy.
For 30 years, Smelser and his wife
ran a farm.

T8 Tike to be remumnbered for
having done the best that I could,
that I was independent and tried
to be honest” Smelser said. 1 like
to think that my constifuents
agreed with that because they kept
returning me to office.”

Smelcer said his family has heen
very supportive of his decision not
to run.

Betty Smelser predicted her hus-
band will not slow down.

“Ie has just as many irons in the
fire,” she said, Smelser will con-
tinue as the president of the New
Windsor State Bank.

Telser said he would like ‘o be
remembered for his independence
as a legislater.

“The mistakes I made were my
own,” Smelser said. “I didn't have
anyone pulling my chain, that
meant & lot to me.”




