Bell credited several Mor-i{

Be]l Comes gan grad_uates with helpingjs
Officer Kweisi Mfume, Balti- &
more Democratic state Sen
Clarence W. Blount and Del

Howard P. “Pete” Rawlings
a Baltimore Democrat and

aS r()le chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee. ‘

They are said to have:

lhelped persuade Gov. Parris

IN. Glendenjng.to name Bell &
mOdel to the job. {6 8 ﬁ“’?
| “My fellow Morgan alumni ;
and my friends provided the ¢

) s o lleadership for _[See Bell, 58] |
Md.’s new chief judge f{he comm unity of citizens that co
speaks at alma mater | 8lesced behind my appointmentd

as phief judge,” Bell said. “It ‘

0————-191;“ ) ft;)lllm; leaderghip that is responsi-y
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In introducing Bell, Morgang

Robert Mack Bell arrived State President Earl S. Richard-g
at Morgan State University SOn said the judge “symbolizes thef
in fall 1961 as a poor, skinny 129-year legacy of this institutiony
Kid from East Baltimore. Af- — Ordinary people can achieve ex-f
zer a semester, he was hospi- traordinary things.” x i

alized with tuberculosis. =~ __ Be]l and Ri .

He returned in fall 1963 gani‘élgehts, f:gﬁgs&%%%%
and took to his course work, administrators, all in full academ.- }
finishing all but two credits ic regalia, marched into Murphy §
by his senior year, graduat- Auditorium accompanied by thg i
ilfllg in g)gg and goin& c&m_, %o school band.
i Harvard Law School. > Li3 ’
! Yesterday, during Morgan Ch'g;t;e Mo:g‘an State Universityg
State’s founders’ day cere- Bel? a:i% t‘_‘” 0 selections. A
monies, Bell gave his first;, S - he site of his first ma-§
@major address since bemgﬁenipgfc was not chosen by acci-f

named chief judge of th esco'ré e ggzd hei\;vna;ot:td to under-§
Maryl ance  offl
j Maryland Court of Appealsmaintaining historically black col-§

@ two weeks ago. . =T
#f  Bell recounted some of hisleges. Gesl 2 AON

humble beginnings and chal: He reviewed Morgan’s hi
llenged the several hundredincluding its be. ot m:?'
students assembled to use Methodist school for training Atri-fi
fhim as a role model. can-American ministers, andg
.. “As chief judge,” he said, noted his alma mater’s rocky pastf
“I'm proud to say I stand be-, of state budget cuts and attemptsj§f
‘ M "3 to merge the school with other in4§

| stitutions. V.8 1996 @

of Mom:?}%% 'said, “We havel
come over the way that with tear:
as been watered,” borrowing$

| song known as the black nationallf
tanthem. N i
- Bell praised Morgan faculty

couraged him as a student, includ-
ing 92-year-old Alice Warner Par-
ham, director of student activities
i at Morgan from 1958 to 1970, ac-
! cording to university records.
; R s TAYy  Near the conclusign of his
. speech, Bell, as he has done many
‘ I%gzg;tsﬁzzggg%;at  times before, recited Drumgoold's
i ' ) poem from memory, “Now Then
fore you young people as a Shall We Build,” about an old man|
§ symbol you might emulate.” g}g;dég%rgsg ridge for a younger
¥ - llln n 35&“";“““ $el%ch, Then he told the students,
ell quoted James Weldon} «yqy nold the legacy in your hand.
Johnson, recited a poem byf ' join in the legacy by becoming
B Will Allen Drumgoold and another Mor: first.’”
praised his alma mater and -
other historically black col-
M leges that have produced to-
day’s unprecedented num-

ber of African-American
judges and lawmakers. I




