HENSON CONVICTED.

Vardict of Marderin the Firat Degree
« itn the Elltcott City Case,
[Special Digpateh to the Baltimore Sun.|
ErricorTt (§TY, MD., March 28 —-The jury

toduy rendered a verdlct of murder in 'the

first degrev in the case c¢f Jacob Henkon,
colored, for killing Duoiel F. Shea in Ellicott

City., The Jury were 2“ twent¥>five min-:

utes.] Oue of the Jurorssaid the verfict bud

bocnijagreed upon unasulmously at the first
allo} taken, and that tye Jury had re-
m:uné]%ouc to take a little resr.

’;‘he risoner heard the verdict without
?wmg any change in his demeanor., which
had been that of 4 3tolo entlrely inditferent
m‘ faute ull through the trial. ! His counsel,

» Ashuy Hawkins.a golored man. asked thg
qolun to suspeud seutence, suylog that in due
titne a motion woul&be made for 4 uew trial.

Shoxz\ld he fall mé& the counanl suys he

may take the cuse the Court af Appeals

upon the excoption ‘reierved In the testi-
mony yesterddy in thé prisoner'a bebal! be-
tore tho jury. Lun"' Huawkius made an elo
quent aifd stroug appfeal nyd had the closest
attentian of thoge who wers stiting io  judg-
went upon the life of Hooged as well ns the

Rreatthrougs of people who filled every foot

of space in the court room. IHe contended

lhut it had been showa by pumerous wit-

M nesses that tne prisever was reearded as a

poor hali-witted creature, {pcapable of any

crime. The many so-gulled confessions und
the verses he wrote, the ocunse! ocoutended,
all proved the prigsocer's unsound mind.

State's Attoruey MceGuire said he had never
beard a wore powerful appeal for the lite of
& murderer than Henson's sounsel had mede
befare the jury, but the overwhelming ovi-
dence proved the gulln at the prisover, who
had planned and exscuted the crima.

The defense calied 4 numwper of witnesses
to the stand €o testityito the peculiarities of
the prisvoer's mental cond'tlion. Nearly all
' of ther thought Rim to be stupid und slow,
but bis mind, a e:witnesses thought, was
not 80 much Wubalgnced, {f nnbalanced at |
all, that he could ngt distinguishéd beiwcen
right and wrong. Jumes Mackubin, Joban G.
Rogers, Dr. B.J. Byroe aod othars thought
the prisover stupid and not possessed of
average intelligence.

The whereabouts of Mr. Shen's money has
not yet been discovered. In his confeswsion
Hensou has coutended that he {ostit. The
officers believe that he will fe reveal fits
hiding place when he finds ll hope gone.
The nmouut taken iy supposed to be nearly
t‘wo hundred dollars.




